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House of Representatives

The House met at 12:30 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. HIRONO).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 5, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MASIE K.
HIRONO to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning hour debates. The Chair will
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to
exceed 30 minutes, and each Member,
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman

from Minnesota (Mr. WALz) for 1
minute.
———
THE TREATMENT OF OUR
VETERANS
Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Madam

Speaker, the failures of this adminis-
tration are once again on display
today. From the failure to plan for the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, to plan
for the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina, and now we face the uncon-
scionable failure to plan for the care of
our veterans at Walter Reed and other
facilities across the country.

This administration’s inability to
plan, their total disregard of expert ad-

vice, and the President’s stubborn re-
fusal to even acknowledge the con-
sequences of marching our country off
to war all have led to our servicemem-
bers living in substandard conditions
after coming back and fighting for this
country.

Some of my colleagues deflect this
criticism by saying yes, that’s true,
but what is your plan? Our plan is to
actually plan ahead. Most members of
the military like myself and the VSOs
that support them anticipated the need
for added resources to support our vet-
erans at a time of war. But the Presi-
dent continued year after year after
year to cut funding resources to the
VA. The cost of war must include the
cost of caring for our warriors.

Now another avoidable crisis is upon
us and I say and the country says,
Enough is enough. The era of putting
politics before the needs of our citizens
comes to an end. The American public
will not stand for one more day of this
incompetence. Now is the time to act.
This Congress must exhibit the leader-
ship that will restore the American
people’s confidence in their govern-
ment and provide the services to our
wounded veterans.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 34
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

————
[ 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SALAZAR) at 2 p.m.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, You are ultimately the be-
ginning and the end. All time stands
before You as ever-present. Be present
to all the Members of Congress and all
who work with them and beside them
this day and this week.

May the daily decisions that Your
people make be a sign to You, that act-
ing with hearts set on what is right,
seeking only lasting good for this Na-
tion and for all peoples, they will prove
themselves to be the faithful and free
children of their heavenly Father.

May routine be transformed by Your
spirit and so be filled with meaning.
May the ordinary work of this institu-
tion, having consequences around the
world, be undertaken by all as a
mighty work, with fear of the Lord and
give glory to Your Holy name both now
and forever.

Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. POE led the Pledge of Allegiance
as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

[J This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [] 1407 is 2:07 p.m.
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